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1. Introduction

Welcome to your new home journey! This guide walks you through every stage
of building a new home, from initial planning through to moving in and
maintaining your property. Our goal is to make the process transparent,
manageable, and enjoyable.

2. Initial Planning and Preparation
2.1 Define Your Goals and Budget

e Assess your needs (size, style, must-have features).
e Seta realistic budget including contingency funds.

2.2 Select a Location

e Consider neighbourhood, school zones, commuting, and amenities.
e Assess land suitability, availability, and price.

2.3 Research and Choose a Builder

e Seek recommendations, review portfolios, and check references.
e Compare builder credentials, experience, and pricing.

2.4 Pre-Approval for Financing

o Consult with lenders/mortgage brokers.
e Obtain pre-approval to clarify your purchasing power.

2.5 Assemble Your Team

o Builder, architect, designer, project manager, and legal advisor.



3. Design and Pre-Construction

3.1 Architectural Design and Floor Plans

e Collaborate to design your home layout.
e Review and approve plans for function and aesthetics.

3.2 Engineering and Site Surveys

e Conduct land surveys (topography, soil, etc.).
o Complete structural, electrical, and mechanical engineering.

3.3 Finalizing Specifications and Materials

e Choose finishes, fixtures, and appliances.
e Approve final selections for construction.

3.4 Obtain Permits and Approvals

e Submit plans to local authorities.
e Secure building permits and any required variances.

3.5 Construction Agreement and Contracts

e Review and sign construction contracts.
o Agree on timelines, payment schedules, and responsibilities.

4. Construction Process

4.1 Site Preparation and Excavation

o C(Clear land and prepare for construction.
o Excavate for foundation.

4.2 Foundation Construction

e Pour concrete footings and foundation walls.
e Install drainage and waterproofing.



4.3 Framing

e Erect structural framing (walls, floors, roof).
¢ Install windows and exterior doors.

4.4 Roofing and Weatherproofing

e Install roof structure and covering.
e Apply weatherproofing and insulation.

4.5 Plumbing, Electrical, and HVAC Rough-
Ins

e Run plumbing and electrical lines.
e Install heating/cooling systems.

4.6 Insulation and Plasterboard

e Insulate exterior and interior walls.
e Hang and finish plasterboard.

4.7 Interior and Exterior Finishes

e Complete exterior cladding, brickwork, and trim.
e Install interior doors, architraves and skirtings.

4.8 Flooring, Cabinets, and Fixtures

o Lay flooring (tile, hardwood, carpet, etc.).
e Install kitchen and bathroom cabinets and fixtures.

4.9 Painting and Final Details

e Paint interior and exterior surfaces.
e Add final hardware, lighting, and details.

5. Inspections and Quality Control



5.1 Building Inspections (Municipal &
Private)

e Schedule and pass required municipal inspections.
e Ensure compliance with building codes.

5.2 Quality Assurance Walkthroughs

e Regular site visits for quality checks.
e Address any issues promptly.

6. Pre-Occupancy and Handover
6.1 Final Walkthrough with Builder

e Inspect for completeness and quality.
e Create a punch list of outstanding items.

6.2 Addressing Deficiencies

e Complete all outstanding work and corrections.

6.3 Handover and Key Delivery

e Receive keys and access codes.
e Review home operation manuals.

6.4 Documentation and Warranties

e Receive all warranties and as-built documentation.
e Understand warranty and service procedures.

7. Post-Construction
7.1 Moving In

e Plan and schedule your move.



e Set up utilities and services.

7.2 Maintenance Guidance

e Review maintenance schedules for various systems.
e Tips for protecting your investment.

7.3 Warranty Service and Support

e Understand warranty coverage.
e Contact builder for covered repairs and support.

8. Frequently Asked Questions

1. How long does the home building process
take?

The duration of the home building process can vary based on several factors,
including the size and complexity of the home, weather conditions, permit
approvals, and changes made during construction. On average, building a new
home takes 6 to 12 months from groundbreaking to completion. Custom
homes or homes on challenging sites may take longer, while standard designs
on prepared lots may be completed more quickly.

2. What is included in the standard contract?

A standard construction contract typically includes:

o Scope of Work: Detailed description of what will be built and the materials to be
used.

o Project Timeline: Estimated start and completion dates, including milestone
deadlines.

o Payment Schedule: Breakdown of payment amounts and due dates, often tied to
project phases.

e Change Order Process: Procedures for handling changes in design or materials.

e Warranties: Information about what aspects of the home are covered and for how
long.

* Responsibilities: Roles and obligations of both the builder and the client.

o Dispute Resolution: Steps to take if disagreements arise.



e Termination Clauses: Conditions under which the contract can be ended by either
party.

3. Can | make changes during construction?

Yes, you can make changes during construction; these are known as Variations.
However, changes may impact the timeline and overall cost. All requested
changes should be discussed with your builder, documented in writing, and
formally approved before implementation. Keep in mind that late changes can
cause delays and may incur additional costs.

4. What are common causes of delays?

Common causes of construction delays include:

e Weather: Heavy rain, snow, or extreme temperatures can halt construction.

e Permit or Inspection Delays: Waiting for approvals from local authorities.

o Supply Chain Issues: Delays in the delivery of materials or special-order items.

e Scope Changes: Client-requested changes or upgrades after construction has
begun.

o Subcontractor Availability: Scheduling conflicts with tradespeople.

e Unexpected Site Conditions: Issues found during excavation, such as poor soil or
hidden obstacles.

9. Contact Information

o Builder contact details
e Customer support
o Emergency contacts

End of Guide

For more information contact Cire Constructions

Email: cireconstructions@outlook.com Mob: 0422 440 022
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